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The Questions for Set 1: (use back if needed)
1.
The first six scriptures in this set connects the reader to nature.  Do you remember a specific time when you saw God in the sea or sky or some other natural phenomena?

· 150th Anniversary Sand Creek Massacre, sky reflected the mood of the day (blue and cloudy, brilliant sunrise and sunset)

· Rays of sun breaking through clouds – visual lights of heaven

· Rainbow, see the sunrise and moon behind the mountains, the moon led our way to Jurisdiction; flying Canadian geese in their arrow pattern

· God’s creatures (pets); nature in the mountains

· Rocky Mountains, Denali, Bryce Canyon, creation of wind water created the landscape, ion, Nashville and enn. Mountains I 70; Snow, fog lifted. Shooting stars; Mount Reiner, Adam Mountain

· Thunderstorms, rainbows, sunsets, rebirth of the earth after disaster, mountains, vistas, animals in the spring with babies

· Sunset, storms on the sea, full moon, sunrise, forest fires

· Everyday, Sierras, spring (new life), full moon coming up and seen setting at the same time

· Sunrise, sunsets clouds move and shapes

· Yes, Yellowstone, Yosemite, Mt Rainer, sunsets

· God’s light radiating thru the clouds after a storm at the break of down, also the full moon

· Beauty and power of natures: sunrise, sunsets, light on the mountains, moon

· Yes – all the time!

· Sunsets, mountains, flowers, the bay, wildlife, beams coming through the clouds looks like someone is shining a beam of light

· Blossoms coming down like snow; Grand Canyon

· Jupiter Beach in  Florida – a waterspout was seen; Virginian – a tornado, a rainbow and light shining on a church; A calmness coming from a breeze, dealing with step son

2.
Why, do you suppose, the Biblical author likened the Holy Sprit to the wind in John 3:8? 

· Wind is a force much like the Holy Spirit; part of what is but not made by us

· The Holy Spirit is everywhere and cant be stopped. We live on faith that it happens Holy Spirit appears whenever

· God (like the wind) moves as He pleases; God (like the wind) brings His Spirit though we cannot see the Spirit, we feel Him

· Feel the works of God

· *Because you can feel it but cannot see it

· Because we cannot see the Holy Sprit – we feel the Holy Spirit!

· Because we cannot see it we can feel it

· The Holy Spirit is like the wind – you do not know where it comes from or where it is taking you but you can feel its power

· *Spirit is unpredictable and shows up in unexpected circumstances. Wind can come to you in different ways. Inhalation/Exhalations

· Cannot be seen, changeable, shifting sands, Holy Spirit changes us, but we can always feel it around us; Eagles on the wind like us carried by the Holy Spirit

· God calls us in ways we don’t expect; cant see but feel wind so is the Holy Spirit

· Can’t see it – unpredictable, can be hard, soft; Metaphor for life, don’t know where its going, what will happen

· Act of faith; don’t’ know what’s next (where it is going). We want to control but the Holy Spirit is not in our control; 

· We can’t see it but we can feel it. God can push us in another direction.

· Because it can be experienced, the results can be soon

· Sunshine person remembers special occasions; prayer chain, Saturday meetings for inclusion

· Powerful; wind/breath/spirit; tremendous power but you can’t see, hold it not concrete

· Wind uncontainable just like the Holy Spirit. Jesus moves freely. Can feel the wind and feel the spirit but can’t see either. When you are born of the Holy Spirit you are really free.

· Always blowing and moving; active, energy; sometimes gentle and sometimes strong; freshness; renewal

· Holy Spirit cannot be seen but felt and so is the  wind; Omnipresent – gentle, strong, empowering, overflowing

· Repetitive waves has a soothing sound; while driving prayers raised for help; grey whale happened and feelings all is well 

· The Holy Spirit came upon us; we don’t see either one, but we feel them; “just the wind” brings good things; East winds do not bring good from the west bring rain; winds from the east bring snow; trade winds – wind sometimes prevents movement

3.
We are organized for growth, with flexible structures leading to effective witness and action. These scriptures give us comfort that God takes care of us and the world. 

a.
How is your unit nurturing your unit?  

· Open to suggestions; supportive community; Spiritual retreat and mission project which can involve all members; nurturing youth

· Visiting & calling home bound members; reaching out and starting a unit on the Blackfeet Reservation; Great distances between units, “Meet and Greets”; try to promote national project in the Montana area; Rally together when a member in crisis continuing community

· We nurture each other by Prayer chains; celebrating birthdays, visiting and sending cards who can’t physically participate; by living an caring for our sisters

· Bible Study, reading books, response, reaching out to the community and hearing their story, educating ourselves; How can we reach out to others, moving your unit to go help and volunteer with those in poverty

· Education; Advocacy; Climate Change affects the poor

· Stand up for others

· Prayer chains, remember those who cannot attend with gifts – visits; stagger meeting times; spiritual nurture, retreats; offer rides; minimal business at meetings, devote meeting times to programs (first??)

· Fellowship, service to each other, connecting through prayer and service in the community

· Women’s retreat, invites other units for special events; GBGM missionary speaker

· All the units do prayer shawls; one unit has a parents ‘time out’ where they offer childcare on Friday nights so young parents can go out on a “date”; One unit does ‘sunshine’ basket for people who need a lift (illness, etc.) with lots of things to pick up spirits; One unit does written notes/cards to college kids to keep them connected to the church
· Patriots and Petticoats event with other units around them; have a GBGM missionary come and speak: UMW with Mission Team meets monthly to do crafts; Women’s Bible study encompassing women from all over the community. They study as Sisters in Scripture (SIS) and the fellowship among these women is most valuable as many are widowed.
· Nurturing relationships both in the units and the community at large; Personal invitation and outreach, special evens; Witness/Action: Strengthens the Spirit
· Seasoned members making connections for younger women; Invitation; Clusters 
· Changed agenda to meet our members needs (spend time discussing our lives) go to older members home for meetings when they can’t get out. Small newsletter for those members to keep them current.
· Wonderful spiritual growth leader; reaching out to elderly members; homeless; Group feeding the homeless
· Scrap book; Power Point presentations; Joys & concerns; Meeting where its convenient
· Because like the wind the Holy Spirit cannot be determined like a gentle breeze or a a roaring wind.
· We bring food; we educate our members; we do not engage in gossip/criticism; diversity makes us better; we empower women with their gifts and how to use them; we support our members when their lifestyles change (empty nest) raising grandchildren; death of spouse

b.
In what ways is your unit reaching out to those who are not there?

· Attention rather than detention for youth; Sunshine Committee; Membership table –plant seeds (reaching out to non-members) Reaching out to women still employed – evening circle. Multi congregations sharing space, UMW unit includes members from all congregations;

· Mentoring, take turns, UMW reading group books

· Reaching out – camper scholarship, feeding people; prayer chains and care of the homeless (Family Promise, shelter for homeless youth)

· Meet after church and invite everyone; invite other groups to do mission projects; do new things (crafts, UMCOR kits)

· Face to face; phone call list; email list; continue to keep the on the list even if they cannot attend. They will know what is going on and when their schedule change they can attend

· Email; phone calls; Face to face; Keep on list and keep informed

· Callers, special programs; specialty groups

· Valentines Day – make valentines for shut-ins; cookie sets for mobile meals; UMW reading books

· Face to face; phone call list; email list; 
c.
 Looking at John 3:8, in what ways is all of this moving your unit to witness and action?

· Support UMCOR/UMC and other organization’s mission works
· Its wheat we are called to do!
· Moving us to move with a fresh start and pick good directions to move!
PAGE  
Set 1 – p. 1

