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The Questions for Set 4:
1. Looking at Acts 27:15 and James 3:4, was there a time you were “carried along” by the wind?   

· Growing in maturity, learning things will improve, members bringing food to others
· Divorce-didn’t’ have a church; dealing with infertility; illness and death of husband

· Yes, experienced a time of decision, felt God’s pressure in the act of deciding

· Yes, with prayer – God solves; Prayer needs to be listening to God; Remembering that God is with you each day each step at a time

· Death of a loved one – through the process

· All the time; illness in family; foot prints “I carried you”

· All of us are carried her to attend this event or for whatever reason

· Forces around us move us and we are caught up; Only swept along by the crowd. Needing times to stand still; Letting God take over our lives – a refreshing wind

· Stephen Ministry training; Sunday School and girl scout teacher

· Going along with a decision

· God work on every people on right time; He is there always there for us; Our faith we believe God; He gives us strength not only that He gives us every day a working to do. 

· All the time – go where God takes me, avoid blowing “in all directions”, mission trips

· Stepping out of comfort zone and was successful; learn; God gets you there

· In times of grief, health issues, drought of members, family issues, job uncertainty

· Walk to Emmaus; Mission Field

· College – peer pressure; When we ignore racist issues or we hear someone say “I don’t care” when we show Charter for Racial Justice
· Open heart surgery, died; on a boat on River Galilee; Went on a mission with no money in Nome, AK; Husband losing sight, she went to work

· When members die, attrition, and remaining leaders have to carry the load – then there is a ground swell, maybe new members brought in, fresh energy and ideas; personal depression

· All of us “YES”

· Ne member had 2 family members die within a short time and had to rely on God to carry her through; another had a son who was on drugs, found she had to let go and allow God to keep her going; Another said even looking at turmoil in the world, need to turn much over to God and trust it will be cared for in God’s time.

· Be willing to walk through open doors, windows when doors close

· We have lows and highs with God always at our sides ready to come back in

· Transportation over time – spirit helped her survive and rebound

· May not have vision at the time, becomes evident as time goes one

· Carried along by life’s circumstances

· My granddaughter passed away and the grieving process

· A literal push to the wok to Emmaus; Mission fields – all are driven by God; Tanzania trip all fell into place, random coincidences it seemed

· In my life journey saying no I don’t want to lead that, but still moving forward; Become chair of SPRC during a difficult time

How was God with you in that journey?  

· Background of faith

· Stephen Ministry, through other people, through scripture and prayer

· Felt His presence, felt trust, felt comfort

· With God you come to see disappointments and hardship as blessing; difference between being healed and being cured

· Learning to relinquish control; showing hope, a light through the darkness of grief

· Through others; Bible reading insights; Prayers

· By providing fellow travelers

· Turning over and Let God; Opportunities and individuals who came into our lives; God provides “pilots” in situations to guide us

· Results – was there fruit?

· Sometimes God wants us to be silent and listen to others

· God [Wind] carries you on; by my side, in prayer, Bible reading and insights what I have read

· Higher power; God’s grace through friends; Reach out and ask; God will answer you in time

· Jesus said He would be with us always. That promise keeps us strong in our faith

· He walked beside me the entire walk

· God created us to have choices and free will; Meditation, prayer discernment to have courage; Listen, be still and know

· Rebuild life with God more in front, saw mound of sermon; He provided all that was needed; He gave support

· No harm came to me; Learned to ask for help from others

· Foot prints – he carried us!

· He kept us alive, he carried me during the good and bad times!
· Grace carries us through crises we’re here despite what has happened

· Guiding, leading, mentors

· There was always a faith community at the destination

· Faith, family, friends, UMW

· Felt right, all needs are met to make it happen

· God was gently preparing me for things to come in my life

How was God the “pilot” of your ship?

· Stephen Ministry

· Gave me a sense of peace; sometimes will take me in different direction

· His Spirit gave the Power that made the decision positive, life-giving

· Through devotions and Bible reading; through others, Let Go and Let God

· God was the Light, the force that blew me in a direction that was good for me as well as for others

· Be aware; be in discipline of prayer; Be part of community

· The ship is UMW and we look to God for guidance; He is a great pilot; We don’t always know the route to be traveled

· All things came together

· When we turn over the ship to Him; When we listen to His Word; During the time of waiting for the answers we often receive peace from God

· Everything happens for a reason – be aware – be in disciplines (for support) – being a part of community

· I’m reminded of a song: “Fear thou not for I’ll be with thee. I will still thou pilot be. Never mind the tossing billows. Take My hand and trust in Me.”  When facing problems that we have no control over, we have to trust God to be our pilot

· RE: LGBT – from one participant: son is gay, how to accept, will God change him? I love you however you are.   Another: Our church has welcoming statement; Our church is Reconciling; My gay son joined Hollywood UMC!

· Lead me to lead as a minster; Lead me to a beautiful awe feeling inside; He showed me that faith will provide; He provided that love and family and God will come through

· Brought some of us here – all of us!

· Sometimes you come through something, but you don’t know how. Looking back, it must have been God!

· Sending people into our lives so we go through life

· God owns the entire shipping line; Atlantic City story – homeless lady told her to how to go; God sends a companion

· Providing ‘vision’ though may not have been seen at the time

· The consistency of God’s presence through scriptures and fellowship in faith

· I let go and thanked God for His help

· Effortless coordination; Sent to be a support of another person on her journey

· He gave me strength, we pray to Him for guidance
2. We provide opportunities and resources to grow spiritually, become more deeply rooted in Christ and put faith into action. How is your unit providing times of spiritual growth for your members?  

· Annual retreats; conferences and celebrations; unit gatherings, themed; circle meetings, prison ministry, hospice ministry in-home
· Prayer calendar; Reading Program, Bible study, testimonials

· Holding spiritual retreats, encourage attendance at special worship events, using the Prayer Calendar, Reading Program

· Spiritual growth programs for members and others

· Rocky Mountain – Estes Park for unit’s spiritual retreat and Mission u; Prayer Calendar, Reading Program, Prayer and Self-Denial

· Make spiritual life retreats affordable for all women; use Reading Program as basis; Ask question “how can we turn this spiritual awareness into action”; mentoring; Stephen’s Ministries-listening

· Bible studies; Fellowship; Visitation

· Grief groups, prayers at meetings, Bible studies, prayer partners

· Spiritual Day of Hope response was marvelous; make sure devotions, prayer and spiritual programs stay in each meeting

· Monthly meetings

· Spiritual retreat, all church camp; Prayer partners, Bible study, Grief counseling

· Using the Prayer Calendar, taking care of our earth

· Retreats (conference and units), Reading circles, personal sharing, using Program Book, Prayer Calendar

· Providing a “retreat day” and encouraging participate; always include a devotion time and use the Prayer Calendar

· Bible studies; Annual retreats for district, conference, sub-district; Read off program list; hold each other in prayer, prayer chain; prayer shawls

· Devotions at meetings; Program Book, Response magazine, Prayer Calendar, Mission u

· Devotions at meetings; Spiritual Life Retreat; Fellowship of groups of 12 that meet at houses; Prayer buddies; Pray together, Reading Program, Prayer Shawl ministry

· Lectio Divina; Centering Prayer; Need more ways to do that – must focus on spiritual growth; One conference: email net-weekly, choose one of the days in Upper Room Disciple book using liturgy each officer responds every week with impact of study on email net

· One day retreat; week-end retreat; Bible studies; Reading Program; Book from each topic

· Annual Spiritual retreat; devotions; UMW Program Book; Prayer Calendar/Response magazine; Mission u; Small groups-John Wesley

· Read scripture and search dictionary for those words they don’t understand and then rewrite what they understand; Disciples study group; Bible study;  use the Program Book, Prayer Calendar - send card for missionary birthdays (happy if they reply) we show we care and love for them and also our prayer.

· Spiritual growth retreats, prayer studies, devotions using Prayer Calendar, special verse from spiritual growth leader, using lessons form the Program Book

· Creating support where you can learn, ask questions, feel the Spirit through our passion; We are not just a book club or coffee hour or marchers in the streets, we are Christian Women who are moved by the Spirit

· District UMW retreats; Conference retreats for officers involved; Begin each meting in prayer, devotionals related to scripture; Teaching lessons from Mission u at “home”

· Spiritual growth coordinators providing devotion; devotions; retreat; Reading Program (Spiritual growth); encourage attendance at district, conference and jurisdiction events

· Reading Program participation, Response magazine, District/Conference retreats

· One unit is providing a prison ministry (cook food, write cards). When released, help set up an apartment, invite to Church activities, events – there is a relationship; One unit does a mission trip (Native American) help start a thrift store; also do a spiritual retreat (several units do annual spiritual retreats); One unit check out media series of DVDs from district/conference media center; One church opened for 2 hours, “afterhours” so people could come and go for prayer – once a month (1st Wed) – had 2 people attend with quiet background music – did for a year

How do these times help your unit turn faith into action?

· Combine meetings with CTA- monetary, tangible, effortful
· Awareness promotes the actions

· Outreach in community

· Nourishment, bolstered to action, exposed to opportunities

· Knowing each other’s situations

· Spirituality in going apart – but also spirituality in coming together

· Stop and listen – be aware of God’s presence in our world

· Know the needs of our members

· Its more the church that gets behind action outreach than our unit; UMW social action led to the reinstating of a church and society committee in our church

· Renewed faith should turn into action; keep us in touch with God and our spiritual life

· Food and help at food pantries; help the homeless

· Social Action – go with God; Education work – Mission u, Reading Program, other forms of education

· Refresh

· Send Prayer shawls, more listening 
· Feel more empowered and fresh

· Respect different ideas, give money to local mission agencies

· Support mission project, Hard to know;  helped doing UMCOR kit; School supplies; Food for kids on weekends; shoes

· Sometimes we don’t know; Observe members be aware of what they were doing in personal ministry

· Prayer shawls; Learn about things like human trafficking, then reach-out to help those who are taking action; having a consignment sale then donating leftovers to individuals through no-profits and schools; Interest with feeding programs, learn from this, support them; Spiritual growth retreat
· First start with education and passion then ACTION!

· By example and teachings of UMW, we become aware of needs outside our small circle of life

· Enhance fellowship, deeper understanding with each other;  Join with other units; Interaction with travel together; baby quilts; dressed for little girls from pillow cases; turning convictions into a useful product

· What keeps you a member of United Methodist Women: support local food banks, homeless ministries; believe in missions and our systems support this belief; Individual impact may be small, but banded together we have a big impact; Together we are powerful
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