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The Questions for Set 3 (Use the back if needed)
1. We work for justice through compassionate service and advocacy to change unfair policies and systems.

a. Reread the paragraph at the top of this set.  Do you have experience in this kind of rebuke?  How did it go? Was it effective?  Why or Why not?

· Be proactive in the activities you are in: Food bank, thrift store, etc.  Train others to take over if needed.
· The misunderstanding of why not everyone wants to help all people?

· In Chicago last year, rebuking what was happening at hospital

· Discussed reconciling ministries and that gay marriage is not accepted in the Book of Discipline; One church recently went through reconcilement and surprisingly, without much discussion; One congregation dealt with a pastor being brought up on charges for marrying a gay couple and discussed how difficult it is to listen to all points of view and keep a living attitude…; Another congregation is dealing with issue of immigration (agriculture migrants) but church isn’t talking about he issue because it is contentious. 

· Las Vegas – working for legislation to punish the traffickers or pimp’s more than the victims, so that victims have time to get away from influence.; Be aware of restaurant wage practices.

· Write letters to your councilmen, politicians, prepare letters for congregations to sign. Organize campaigns in our local UMW units, use our emails, social media to reach government officers. Don’t be afraid to voice our opinions. We feel better when we are part of the solution.

· Somewhat effective. Working on committees, making kits, writing letters

· Protest Vietnam War, peace marches – troops brought home; Grange membership advocacy; write letters

· Our group has done letter writing to legislators, have advocated for homeless shelters and immigrant children; have met as conferences to raise consciousness re issues presented by UMW; demonstrated against human trafficking at Super Bowl

· Gun violence, human trafficking, homelessness, immigration, feeding the hungry

· Social Action – Interfaith Advocacy Days (Olympia, WA) at the capitol; classes on business, cancer causing things in environment, economic justice, wealth inequality ($15 minimum wage is in progress), human trafficking awareness, retired educators-protests are helping; Super Bowl umbrellas. “We are not proactive in our unit” said one participant. Vans across highway in Colorado. Awareness they might be traffickers. We need to unify as various Christian denominations. Waiters low wages; Racism not acknowledged by all UMW members – shown by response to conference newsletter publication of UMW website; Video-Half the Sky, A Path Appears with George Clooney

· Yes, through protests, letter writing, etc. Yes and No, it is sometimes hard to gage results

· Protest re: immigration; Writing senators/congressmen; People fear (only talk at meeting after meeting)

· Letter writing event – hope to see how it goes on up coming ballot; Rallying; Boycott with dollars; Written papers on controversial topics; advocate for farmers of Philippines

· Demonstration against triggers for atomic bomb-apprehension; Waling in group – UMW Immigration; Speaking up; Participating in Legislative Days; Bringing awareness on all levels.
· Nestle Campaign boycott; Fair Trade; Human trafficking – support for victims; Universal background checks – gun sales

· Idaho legislature re: Medicare gap, letter writing - we’re able to meet with representatives; Alaska – uses letter writing frequently with providing postcards; the more the reps receive the better they can get the cause across

· Rebuke by others can be discouraging, depressing – but security that God’s will is being done is reassuring, liberating

· Letter writing, advocacy, small # letters can make a difference, advocate for help through civil servants; learning to shelter seasonally with a petition signing

· Circle write to legislature on med-marijuana; always writing – planned parenthood,; march on immigration in St Louis; School boards; Letters to editors; Medicaid for homeless in SLC – dedication and persistence; personal campaign garbage disposal company – misuse of resources door knocking

· Boycotts (Nestle, Wal-mart); Defense moves for human trafficking; Unfair wage, increase of minimum wage; unequal pay for women; discrimination in a variety of areas; racial profiling

· Legislative rep not available, email

· UMW groups in the jurisdiction have marched in protest, written letters, and research solutions to encourage manufacturing changes. A variety of results ensued.

· Letter campaigns

· No experience with protests; Different when its someone in your own unit

· Advocacy for health insurance in Idaho just keep going to make it happen; Cal-Nevada – different legislation; Social Action now still problems with lack of participation; Human Trafficking – slowly people beginning to see the problem, keep repeating and advocating

b. What drives us to be part of this kind of action?

· We are women engaged in justice.
· Injustice towards others or ourselves.

· Don’t demean; being an advocate can be challenging

· Justice, human dignity; speaks to talents, strengths, and interest; social consciousness

· It cold affect each and every one of us. It could affect our communities, we are driven by the Holy Spirit (His Wind) to wasn’t better lives for our youth and women

· Our caring for humanity, faith without works…, faith hope love in action

· NIMBY – we must protest when others will not risk own wealth and safety; Faith Question – we want to follow Jesus as every person is a child of God

· Hope, Love in Christ

· Jesus told us – seek justice, don’t agree with what going on

· Because we know it’s what ‘s good and right; solidarity within the group-empowering

· The need to be heard and the stand to give voice to change

· Reprisal, fear, conflicts between employees and employers; pick your battles; tested personal interest, turning anger into action, planting sees, open conversations

· Interest, passion, easy, accessible

· Christian understanding

· Must be a personal commitment; learn form set-backs

· Personal – affects – values and what’s important
· Strong held convictions; love neighbors as self; being non judgmental

· Passion; way to make the world better; to help people have a voice; make a statement, take a stand

· Injustice and desire for improvement

· Local interactions; statistics; exemptions; personal stories

· Homelessness; gun laws

· Staggering statistics; emoting, personal stories

c. What keeps us from engaging in it?
· Ignorance; Fear; Push back; Lack of education; Denial
· Time; Offend someone?, Will it make a difference?

· Ignorance, fear, push back

· Fear, apathy, lack of sufficient faith

· Fear; lack of time; make people angry, confrontation; not want to get involved or afraid

· Fear, ignorance, lack of conviction; lack of confidence in ability

· Ignorance – “what’s happening in my watershed?”; overwhelmed; fear; laziness; financial; political differences; peer pressure not to act

· Fear; lack awareness; not having a peer or a mentor

· We are more likely to see resistance than support; is this a reaction or a discernment?

· Fear, lack of knowledge of who to contact; is it really going to make a difference; lack of time

· Fear of not being understood; Fear of being arrested

· What others think, what’s good and right is quite often not popular

· Passive person; fear

· Fear, lack of knowledge

· NIMBY – not in my back yard; Fear of criticism

· Family obligation; hopelessness; mixed feelings about the issue

· We think someone else is doing the work; lack courage to get involved; Fell we can’t make a difference

· Get stuck in our routines; one overpowering voice;

2. Are there times when we need to be reproved?

· Yes, we need to be open to other’s opinions, realize there may be more than one way to attack the problem; sometimes we need to be encouraged when we pull back because of discouragement and other’s “rebuke” of us can help us move forward
· When we want our own way no matter what
· Yes, must be open to other’s opinion, more than one way; when we lose the way, lose courage.

· Yes, when we are not engaged

· Open mouth before thinking; education

· Yes, when we judge others,  when we discriminate against others, when we fail to practice radical hospitality

· “I’m sure there are”

· Yes

· Yes

· Tomato controversy – Ohio farmers, migrant workers in California, need to think things through before jumping into action; “pick your battles”

· Yes, always

· Oh sure, Is your actions in line with love and compassion? Are your tactics polarizing?

· Yes, when we follow others without question without praying and following Christ’s words and actions

· When we ignore speech, writing and ideas that are harmful to the marginalizing
· Yes

· Maybe encouraged instead; I feel encouraged by the fellowship and support and love of UMW.

· Yes, need to know why and what we should do instead; sometimes lose focus
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